78	5.  Story of the Fifth Statuette — MR, BR, JR
Ten things can never be made sure of: dice, a harlot, water, fire, a rogue, a goldsmith,
a prince, an ape, a boy, and a cat. Woe shall always be to him who puts trust in the
actions of women, in a river-ford, in a king's favor, in the friendship of a serpent, or
in the love of a merchant.' Tho he thus would have prevented me with sage counsel
[nlti], I replied to him in turn: e All this is of no consequence in the face of such an
important matter as mine. This very day I must look upon the king's two majestic
feet. What man may transgress the command of the king ? ' When I said this the man
lookt at me and answered in turn: * I will take you to the other bank of the river if
you will give me five jewels/ Hearing this a great perplexity arose in my mind:
c Ought I or ought I not to give him such a ferry-fee as this ? If I give up the king's
property, it will be a poor exhibition of business judgment; but if I do not give it
up, I shall be in great danger thru breaking the king's command. What can I do to
be safe, and what expedient is there for me in such a case ? ' Thus while my mind
was hesitating, a great inspiration came to me, to wit: * Soft, bright, and beautiful
garments; abundant riches; and ornaments of jewels entrancing in brilliant splendor;
lovely women of more than human charm, and adorned with virtues; all these things
are common to (all) men of exceptional fortune, and their fruits are the enjoyments
derived from the objects of sense. But the peculiar property of kings is that their
authority prevails upon the earth.* As I meditated in this way, there occurred to me
furthermore two stanzas of ancient tradition, spoken long ago: ' The only aim of
royalty is authority, the only aim of asceticism is a life of chastity, the only aim of
learning is complete knowledge, the only aim of money consists in giving and enjoying
it.' * To break the commands of kings, to neglect to pay the honors due to wise men,
and to let women sleep alone, is declared to be the same as killing without a weapon.'
Thus deciding, and afraid to violate your command, I gave up the five jewels, crost
over, and have arrived at your feet.**
Hearing these his servant's words, King VikramSditya was pleased, and gave him
the (other) five jewels as a reward.
If such magnanimity and such (knowledge of) propriety are found in your majesty,
then, great king, mount upon this great throne.
Here ends the fifth story
brief recension of 5	[This* in mss. of BR, is 7
Again a statue said: O king, give ear.
One time a judge of gems came into VikramSrka's presence with some gems, which
the king bought. Thereupon he offered the king another jewel, a marvelous one. The
king said: "Have you any others like it ? " Said he: "I have ten in my town, and
the price of them is a crore and a quarter each." So the king gave Mm twelve and a
half crores, and sent a mart with him, saying: **Fetch the jewels quickly; go along
with him." The servant went forth, saying: " On the fourth day I shall return again
and touch your majesty's feet." Now on the fourth day, as he was returning to the
king with the jewels, on the way a river near the city was rushing along in flood, and
there was no one who should take him across. Then a man came up; (and the mes-
senger said:) "Ho there, take me across." He answered: "Why such haste?"
Thereupon the messenger told him the whole story. The boatman said; ** If you
will give me five jewels, then I will take you across." So he gave him the five jewels.

